speed rearmament without a by-your-leave, and they, too, saw
the importance of getting power into their hands before Hinden-
burg died. Thus the schemers gathered round Hindenburg
If Hindenburg had died three years earlier the German Repub-
lic might have been saved. His stern sense of duty kept him
alive.

The men who had his ear were Kurt von Schleicher, the
politician-general at the War Ministry, who made and un-
made Chancellors, had his spies and dictaphones in every
Ministerial department, had decided on Briining's overthrow
and had his successor ready, Franz von Papen, who had been
forgotten by the world since his expulsion from America during
the war; Oskar von Hindenburg, the President's ambitious son
and Papen's friend; Otto Meissner, permanent head of the
President's household, who had been political valet to the
Socialist working-man President Ebert before Hindenburg and
was to perform the same office for Hitler, a political Vicar of
Bray, as John Wheeler-Bennett called him. Meissner's memoirs,
if they are ever published, should be beyond price. I used to
sit next to him at the barber's in the Behrenstrasse.

But even more important than these were the Prussian squires,
leagued by the common interest that binds rich men with their
urban brethren, the big businessmen of the Rhineland and
Ruhr, and headed by the corpulent Oldenburg-Januschau.

Years before, the squires had subscribed together to present
Hindenburg, who was being too loyal to the Republican Con-
stitution for their liking, with Neudeck, the former estate of the
Hindenburgs in East Prussia. By that astute move they made
him one of themselves, calculating that at the vital moment he
would be on their side. By making out the title deeds in Oskar
von Hindenburg's name they not only insured that he, who had
much influence with his father, should also be on their side,
but that he should be spared death duties. The Socialists dis-
covered this transaction, which no Jew could have bettered, and
published it in Vorwarts. 'Bolshevism* muttered the squires in
Hindenburg's ear.
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